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A Word of Welcome... 
I’d like to personally welcome each of you to the Positive Living Conference. It’s an exciting 
time for OASIS Florida as we as an agency continue to grow and adapt, remaining motivated 
and responsive. While faced with many challenges over the past 12 months, we have been 
blessed with even more wonderful opportunities: a new mobile outreach, education and 
testing vehicle (parked at the entrance to the resort throughout the weekend); selected as 
official beneficiary of the 2018 Florida AIDS Walk; and thrilled to have been awarded grants 
from numerous local, regional, and international foundations. Also, although officially retiring 
last December, we are fortunate to have Butch McKay, founder of Positive Living, continue to 
serve as director of the conference. 

It is such a pleasure to welcome back so many returning attendees, and for those of you join-
ing us for the first time, I hope you will take advantage of the weekend to experience all that 
is Positive Living, more than just a conference focusing on HIV/AIDS issues, but a variety of 
current, what I call “life topics” ranging from the opioid crises in our communities, veterans’ 
affairs, management of our personal finances, stigma, domestic abuse, the importance of 
your vote (and therefore your voice), and many more. We’ve incorporated a yoga practice for 
you early risers and will again host our karaoke night for the night owls, plus a very special 
evening of dance, laughter and love featuring the infamous Armorettes. We guarantee you a 
weekend filled with valuable information, uplifting support, and wonderful memories both 
new and old. 

Finally, I would like to say a very special thank you to all of this year’s vendors and corporate 
sponsors of Positive Living 21. It is because of their participation and generosity that we con-
tinue to keep the conference going year after year. Throughout this conference, I ask you to 
stay engaged, visit with all vendors and attend the workshops and presentations offered on 
Saturday and Sunday, while enjoying the fantastic amenities of The Island Resort and the 
beautiful beaches and hospitality of the Emerald Coast. 

On behalf of the Staff and Board of Directors of OASIS Florida, 
again, we welcome you and are so excited you have chosen to be 
here. 

 

 

  
William Bedwell 
Executive Director 
  
  

 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
For those arriving early we will be providing a hospi-
tality room with light refreshments on Friday begin-
ning at 3:00pm under the Grand Canopy.  We also 
hope that you will use this free time to enjoy our 
beautiful beach and  hotel pools. 
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GUEST ROOMS: TOWER 

GUEST ROOMS: WING B 

BEACHSIDE PLAZA 

There will be a 12 Step Support Group 
Meeting on Saturday at 5:30pm in the Fiji 
Room. 
 
 
 

FIJI 

ARUBA 

Condoms and lube, Sharps disposal container, First Aid kit, and 
Lost and Found can be located at the registration/information 

desk at the 6th floor lobby. 

You may leave your name badge holder at the registration desk 
for use  next year. 

LOBBY 

RECEPTION 

 

VENDORS 

Grand 
Canopy 



 

 

WEAR NAME BADGE: You will be required to wear your name badge to enter into meals. 
ARRIVE ON TIME: Late arrivals into workshops will distract others in the room, and you will 
miss out on great information.  Breaks have been scheduled to allow you to take care of per-
sonal needs outside of workshop times. 
SILENCE YOUR PHONE:  Return any calls during the scheduled breaks that are provided.  If 
you must take a call please leave & return QUIETLY as soon as possible to workshop. 
HONOR YOUR PLACE: Don’t skip out. There were others who wanted to attend but we could 
not                            accommodate. Respect the opportunity that has been made available to 
you by attending each session.  There is time to enjoy the beach and pools on your free time. 
COMMIT TO STAY: Don’t leave early. Each workshop is designed to last for it’s entire time.  
Leaving early distracts others, and you will miss out on great information.  If you must leave, 
please close the door QUIETLY. 
TAKE ONLY YOUR FAIR SHARE OF FOOD: Please make sure everyone has an opportunity to get 
their share to eat.  Be mindful that a reasonable amount of food has been ordered, when it is 
gone, it’s gone.  
CLASS ROOMS AND GUEST ROOMS ARE NON-SMOKING: ALL indoors spaces are smoke free 
at this hotel… 

INCLUDING YOUR ROOOM.  Please smoke outside during scheduled breaks and free time, NOT 
WHILE WORKSHOPS ARE GOING ON. 
ROOM ASSIGNMENTS ARE MADE BY HOTEL:  IF YOU REQUESTED A ROOM MATE ON YOUR 
APPLICATION, every effort was made to match you up.  A change of room after arrival may not 
be possible. 
HAVE A QUESTION?:  The registration desk may be able to help, but PLEASE check your pro-
gram first.  
Remember the complete schedule is in your program and posted outside each classroom. 



 

 

POSITIVE LIVING 22 …….. FOR FREE! 
  
All attendees this weekend will have the opportunity to attend the 2019 
Positive Living Conference FOR FREE! That’s right, OASIS Florida will 
cover the cost of the registration fee (2 nights lodging, meals, workshops, 
entertainment). 
  
All you have to do is attend 4 of the 5 conference sessions on Saturday 
and Sunday and visit with each of the vendors present this weekend. Staff 
and vendor representatives will mark the REVERSE SIDE OF YOUR 
NAME BADGE (see below) after each session/visit and you’ll be entered 
into the drawing which will take place at the conclusion of the Open Mic/
Closing Session on Sunday. 
  
Don’t miss out on all the wonderful informational sessions and fantastic 
vendors, plus have the opportunity to JOIN US NEXT YEAR FOR FREE! 



 

 



 

 



 

 

The Martin Delaney Power of One Award 
Activist, leader, public health hero. There are few people who have had 
a greater impact on HIV/AIDS health policies than Martin Delaney.  From 
the time HIV was recognized as a public health threat in the early 1980s 
and leading up to his death in 2009, Delaney worked tirelessly as an ed-
ucator and advocate for HIV/AIDS patients.  Delaney was internationally 
recognized for his work to change domestic health policy by expediting 
FDA review and approval of HIV/AIDS therapies.  Successfully lobbying 
for a fast-track approval process, he played a key role in     significantly 
reducing the time it takes for new and emerging drugs to reach the 
hands of    patients.  His efforts likely led to thousands of lives being 
saved.  He served on numerous public health policy groups including the 
NIAID AIDS Research Advisory Committee (1991-1995), NIAID’s National 
Advisory Allergy and Infectious Disease Council (1995-1998), Fair Pricing     
Coalition, Board of the Foundation for AIDS.  Delaney founded Project 
Inform in 1985 and served as its Director until 2008.  Based in San Fran-
cisco, the organization continues to raise public awareness and lobby 
policy makers on HIV/AIDS issues.  Martin,or Marty as we at Positive Liv-
ing referred to him was a larger than life champion of the Positive Living 
Conference serving as our keynote speaker for every conference accept 

one up until his death. The only conference he missed was when he suffered a heart attack two 
weeks prior to the conference and his doctors would not allow him to travel. Marty loved Positive 
Living and often expressed his preference for it. He spoke at hundred of conferences around the 
world, but according to him none compared to Positive Living. Marty explained it this way. "I have 
never seen people so hungry for information and so appreciative to receive it". He connected with 
everyone. The last time Marty was to present, we had spent a year in planning a workshop around 
his life. The workshop was going to be called "The Power of One". His life was the perfect example 
of how one person could make a big difference. Major news stations were scheduled to cover it 
planning to make a documentary of his life and his contributions to the HIV/AIDS movement. Marty 
was not HIV positive, but he dedicated his life to the movement in honor and respect of his many 
friends who were living with or who had died from complications of HIV/AIDS. A few months prior 
to Positive Living 12, Marty took ill with hepatitis and passed away. We were heart bro-
ken and during the conference held a moving memorial to Marty and named an award after him 
that would be presented annually at Positive Living. The Martin Delaney Power of One HIV/AIDS 
Advocacy Award    honors the contributions of a single advocate who has gone beyond the call of 
duty in advocating on behalf of the HIV/AIDS community. We feel Marty would be humbled by this 
tribute to him, and we feel honored to have known and loved such a great humanitarian and educa-
tor. His spirit lives on in each of us. 

Past receipients of the Martin Delaney Power of One Award…. 
 

Positivie Living 12 

Cathy Robinson-Pickett 

Positive Living 13 

Mark Hubbard 

Positive Living 14 

Jesse Fry 

Positive Living 15 

Robin Webb 

Positive Living 16 

Rick Vitale 
 

Positive Living 17 

Pat Kelly 

Positive Living 18 

Josh Menge 

Positive Living 19 

Paul Arons 

Positive Living 20 

Joseph Lennox-Smith 



 

 

The Armorettes are a legendary lamp drag organization 

that have been around for over 39 years and counting, 

and raising over 2.20 million dollars in the 39 year pe-

riod - one dollar at a time. The Armorettes' namesake 

comes from where they started and the tale began, at 

the Armory Bar in Atlanta, GA. The original Ar-

morettes were Thelma, Julie Garden, Justa Tish, Kitty 

Carlisle, Ginny Tonic and Liz Helen. These original six 

stepped up for the community during a very dark time 

in the late 70's and early 80's, when the AIDs epidemic 

was becoming more and more rampant and out of con-

trol. They decided enough was enough and if no one 

was going to help their community, they would step up 

and do so. So they decided to put on drag shows at the 

Armory in Atlanta, GA in order to raise money for their 

friends who were sick and dying from AIDS. Every 

dollar they took in was immediately turned around and 

put to good use by distributing the money to those in 

need. The Armorettes have always stepped up and done 

what is right and more importantly what is needed for 

the community and will continue to do so till a cure is 

found. 



 

 

YOU COULD ATTEND FOR ONLY $10!!! 
Get your raffle tickets during dinner each night and at the information desk 
during the conference.  Each $10 raffle ticket (cash or credit card) will enter 
you into a drawing to come back next year.  Drawing will take place at the 

closing comments on Sunday. You do not have to be present to win. 

$20,000 and above 



 

 

$10,000 to $19,999 

www.viivhealthcare.com 
www.janssenpharmaceuticalsinc.com 

www.gilead.com www.smartride.org 

November 17th and 18th, 

2017                                                                                     

165-Mile Ride from Miami to 

Key West 



 

 

www.redribbonnwfl.org 

$5,000 to $9,999 

www.floridahealth.org 

www.pancarefl.org 



 

 

$1,000  to  $4,999 

www.commcarepharmacy.com 

www.merck.com 



 

 

Please complete these two pages, front and back, remove from program and return to information desk during breakfast on 

2018 Annual Positive Living Conference 



 

 

Please complete these two pages, front and back, remove from program and return to information desk during breakfast on 
Sunday.   



 

 

Please complete these two pages, front and back, remove from program and return to information desk during breakfast on 
Sunday.   



 

 

Please complete these two pages, front and back, remove from program and return to information desk during breakfast on 
Sunday.   

There will be a stapler at the desk to fasten your 2 pages together. 



 

 

About Us 

David Neal was diagnosed with AIDS in 1989 at the age of twenty four.  He re-
turned home to Okaloosa  County in 1991 to be near his family.  David soon dis-
covered a need for support and services for persons with HIV and their families.  A 
dream was born to fulfill those needs.  David spent the last year of his life pursu-
ing this vision, seeing his dream become a reality.  Working from the kitchen table 
and out of the trunk of a car, David, his mother, and a circle of close friends creat-
ed Okaloosa AIDS Support & Informational Services, (OASIS), a non-profit HIV/
AIDS community based service organization that continues to provide needed     
services to those infected and affected by HIV/AIDS.  David died in 1992.  His 
dream remains alive today with our volunteers. 

David Neal, Founder 
1965 - 1992 

 

OASIS is the leading provider of HIV/AIDS educa-
tion and prevention efforts in the four north-
west counties of Florida (Okaloosa, Escambia, 

Santa Rosa, and Walton).  Some of these offer-
ings include: 

FREE Rapid HIV Testing*                                                              
Condom Distribution*                                                   

Positive Living Conference                                                                                                                                         
Annual ManREACH    

Annual WomanREACH                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            
Resource & Video Library* 
*provided FREE of charge 

 

With the philosophy of “compassion without           
judgment,” OASIS provides many programs to 
help  improve the quality of life for persons liv-
ing with HIV/AIDS.  Some of these programs in-

clude: 
Case Management*                                                              

Consumer Empowerment*                                                          
Support Groups*   

Healthy Relationships*                                                                        
Food Pantry*                                                                                          

Nutritional Education*                                                                                
Medical Clinic Coordination*                                                                

Dental Assistance*                                                                                
Medication Assistance*                                                                      
Mental Health Services*                                                                 

Housing & Utility Assistance*                                                                                           
 

Fort Walton Beach location: 1825 Hurlburt Rd., Suites 13 & 14, Fort Walton Beach, FL 32547 
phone: (850) 314-0950   
fax: (850) 314-0952                                      
Pensacola location: 25 E. Wright Street, Pensacola FL, 32501 
phone: (850) 429-7551 
fax: (850) 466-3840 
hours:  8:00am - 6:00pm MON-FRI, 9:00am-12noon SAT 



 

 

Never Forget -  

Remember their Names,  

Remember their Stories,  

and  

Remember their Impact on Your Life  

and the Lives of Others. 

Join us for a Memorial Heart Circle                                                                                          
Saturday afternoon at 5:00pm                                                                                       

on the beachside plaza behind the hotel tower. 


